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Israel or the U.S., what stands out is that,
for the vast majority, the scars of war have
never been erased. Brachfeld also includes
Jewish rescuers, none of whom to this
day has been recognized by Yad Vasheimn.
The list of Belgian "Righteous among the
MNations” at Yad Vashem—to date, over
1,500 names—is annexed. In additon,
there are interviews with Jewish leaders, an
introduction on the history of the period,
an extensive study on the collaboration
of the Antwerp police in rounding up the
city’s Jews, a list of 262 institutions that
shelered Jews, and more than 275 photos.
Brachield uses his journalistic expertise
o great advantage in this comprehensive
and well-researched book.
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The image of the
Jewish child hiding
from the Nazis was
shaped by Anne Frank,
whose house—the
most visited site in the
Netherlands—has become a shrine to the
Holocaust. Anne Frank's story continues
o perpetuate the myth of Durch tolerance
and resistance. Yet her hiding experience
was an anomaly. The true story of the
Holocaust in Holland is one of complicity
with the Navis and of indifference o
Jewish suffering. Woll uncovers anti-Semitism
in the policies and practices of the Dutch
state and the general population that
belie the common perception of relative
benevolence toward the Jews.

Drawing on interviews with 70 Jewish
men and women who, as children, were
placed in non-Jewish families during the
Nazi occupation of Holland, Diane L.
Wolf paints a compelling portrait of
Holocaust survivors.
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In Belgium after the
war, the orphans of the
Shoah were placed under the care of the
AIVG (I'Aide aux Israélites Victimes de
la Guerre) in a dozen children’s homes.

Some of these homes were true “chateaux,”
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such as Aische-en-Refail, Ronquiéres and
Profondsart; others, such as Lasne, with
its tower, Auderghem with its turret and
Boitsfort, home to a former minister, were
nearly as imposing. But that doesn’t mean
that these children led a charmed existence.
[t was here that the Jewish orphans began
to restore their lives. Those in charge attempt-
ed to create homes, not orphanages—
places where children could overcome
their traumas and recover their dignity.
With hearts full of rage, they sang, laughed
and played, choosing to overcome the
devastation they had just withessed with
humor, both self-deprecating and defiant.
Adolphe Nysenholc compiled this wonder-
ful collection of photographs, anecdotes
and testimonies that declares—as in the
Ijiwish partisan song—"“Mir seinen do,” we

are here.
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This distinctive vol-
ume contains 20 first-person narrative
essays from child survivors of the Holocaust.
Because they were children, aged 2 to
16, their experiences and outlooks are
very different from those of adult survivors.
While most Holocaust memoirs focus
on one individual or one country, And
Life Is Changed Forever offers a varied col-
lection of compelling reflections. The
survivors come from Germany, Poland,
Austria, Romania, Hungary, lraly, Greece,
France, the Netherlands, Belgium, Latvia,
and Czechoslovakia, All of the contributors
escaped death, but they did so in myriad
ways. Some children posed as Gentiles or
were hidden by sympathizers, some went
to concentration camps and survived slave
labor, some escaped on the Kindertransponts,
and some were sent to endure hardships
in a “safe” location such as Siberia or
unoccupied France. While each essay is
intensely personal, all speak to the uni-
versal horrors and the triumphs of all
children who have survived persecution.
Amnd Life Is Changed Forever also focuses on
what these children became—teachers,
engineers, physicians, entrepreneurs,
librarians, parents, and grandparents—
and explores the impact of the Holocaust
on their later lives,
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